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Notes from the Post…
October 2, Texas Forts Trail (cancelled),
Frontier Texas, Abilene
October 8-9, Fort Griffin Living History
Event*
October 9, Fort McKavett, Archaeology
Program*
October 9, Fort McKavett Public Fall Star
Party*
October 16, Fort Stockton Living History
Day
October 16, Confederate Reunion
Grounds, Archaeology Program*
November 13-14 Fort McKavett, Texas
State Troops Living History
December 3-5, Christmas at Old Fort
Concho, Education Day on Friday
December 11, Yuletide TEXAS,
Battleship Texas
March 5, Fort McKavett Spring Star
Party*
March 25-26, West Texas Heritage Days,
Fort McKavett*
April 8-10, Fort Richardson Days
May 13,14, Lake Arrowhead State Park
Open House

*THC Historic Sites Event

It’s a busy time of the year. In
the next couple of weeks we will
have our star party, Texas
Archaeology Month events at
Fort McKavett, the Confederate
Reunion Grounds and Fort
Griffin, and Fort Stockton’s
Living History day. It’s going to
be a busy time for everyone.
The Friends of Fort McKavett is
purchasing solar powered lights
to direct visitors to our star
parties. These lights will line the
path from the parking lot to the
Visitors Center then to the
parade ground. These red and
white lights will be installed
before the each star party then
taken up the next day and
stored. The lights should make it
easier and safer for our guests to
get to the star party.

John Cobb
President
Friends of Fort McKavett

Important Issue Item…

Some uses for your
Hardtack or Hard Bread

From the Army Subsistence Manual, the issue of toilet paper (and you
thought this was something fairly new) for enlisted men at posts
where modern water closets with sewer connections were available.
Sad to say, Fort McKavett never had sewer connections or water
closets, we had “sinks” (military outhouses) instead.

Issues for Prisoners
From the Army Manual for Cooks for Hospital Patients on
special diets. These recipes are apparently for individual servings.

nization, San Antonio, is event sponsor.
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these items for those who were not receiving pay or allowances as
long as it didn’t mount up more than 50 cents per month. Even at the
prices at that time, it didn’t allow for much.
Being a prisoner at Fort McKavett, just like
in any of the Indian Wars Posts, was not a
desirable position. When you were not locked
up in a tiny, poorly ventilated cell, you were
on fatigue details, such as cleaning the
outhouses, water detail, working on roads,
mowing, cleaning and other jobs around the
post.

These measurements are for cooks assigned to the hospital. Most
of the recipes use these measurements in the Cook’s Manual.
The Army issue tin cup for soldiers had a
multitude of uses, just like the WWIIVietnam Era U.S. Army Helmet.

Shelter Halves for Enlisted Men

Post Bakery

Each enlisted man was issued a shelter half (two men per tent) and
this shows what the Army requirements were. One thing to note is the
length, 5 feet, 6 inches. People were quite a bit shorter than today.
These were kept in the Quartermaster’s Storehouse on post until
needed for field duty.

nization, San Antonio, is event sponsor.
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Above: 1875 Army Specifications for the Shelter Tent and Poles. This
design was used from before the Civil War through 1904. The
Inspector General inspected these tents four times per year at Fort
McKavett.

10th Infantry Pvt. Frank Polley is assigned to the bakery August 1873

Texas Archaeology Month
at Fort McKavett
October is Texas Archaeology Month and one of the best ways to
participate in this month’s long celebration is to come to Fort
McKavett on October 9, 2010 and attend our program. The
program will be presented at 10 a.m. and again at 2 p.m. and will
include general information about the site, archaeology that has
been done on site, examples of artifacts uncovered, and some
simulated archaeology digs for the kids.
In addition to these two program times, throughout the day we will
have flint knappers creating the tools and weapons that the
archaeological evidence shows the Native Americans in the area
created and used hundreds of years ago. As with many springs in
Central Texas, Fort McKavett’s Government Spring was used by
indigenous people for thousands of years, and their presence is still
visible in the rocks close to the springs and on the hill tops nearby
where deep round bottom holes in solid limestone and
burned/scorched stones still exist. These holes were created over
time by the repeated grinding of stone on stone when acorns were
ground into meal by the tribes in the area.

Fall Star Party
Another activity planned for Saturday, October 9th is our fall star
party, weather permitting. Members of the Johnson Space
Center Astronomical Society will have their telescopes setup on
the fort’s parade ground. Their advanced amateur telescopes
along with Fort McKavett’s dark skies give some of the best views
of planets, star clusters, nebulas, and galaxies available in the
country.
There will be a short astronomy presentation of what to expect at
the star party starting at 6 p.m. (time subject to change) in the
fort’s school house. The star party starts at dark. Please park in
the fort’s parking lot and bring a flashlight. Red cellophane will
be available to cover your flashlight as white light will ruin your
night vision and is not permitted. Admission is free after 5 p.m.
Regular entrance fees apply before 5 p.m.

The area along the San Saba River that the site occupies has been
inhabited by non-Native Americans for three hundred years, with
Fort McKavett being occupied consistently for 140+ years alone. A
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II Class B. This is a year-round program of leadership training and community service with

Left: Fort McKavett
hosted an
Archaeology
Workshop for the
Boy Scouts in June,
2010.

The star party is dependent on the weather. Overcast skies or
rain will cause the star party to be cancelled. There is no rain
date. You may call the fort at 325-396-2358 until 5:00 pm to
check on weather conditions.

