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Notes from the Fort
May 6-7, Lake Brownwood State
Park Open House, Education
Day on Friday
May 6-7, Fort Chadbourne,
Education Day on Friday
May 13-14, Lake Arrowhead
State Park Open House,
Education Day on Friday
May 13-14, Texas Forts Muster,
Fort Worth
May 20-21, Fort Lancaster,
Western Frontier Days*
May 27-29, Texas State
Railroad, Palestine, TX
June 24-26, Last Frontier Days,
Morton
Oct 7-8, Fort Griffin Living
History Days, Education Day on
Friday*
Oct 15, Fort Day at Fort
Stockton
Oct 29, Fall Star Party at Fort
McKavett*
*THC Historic Sites Event

As of the date this newsletter was
published, Fort McKavett has been
very lucky by not having fires close
to the site. There have been several
large fires in the surrounding area.
A fire ban is still in effect. In April,
the staff was trained to hook up and
use the fire hoses around the site
just to be prepared.
Once again, April has been a very
busy month for our volunteers. We
participated in several events. May
looks to be very busy as well. See the
event schedule to the left.
News from Austin still looks like our
Historic Sites division will not be
hurt as bad as other departments of
THC and TPWD. We will let you
know how we stand as soon as the
budget is approved by both the
House and Senate.

John Cobb
President
Friends of Fort McKavett

Fort Richardson Event

Fort McKavett was
represented by Brandon
Halfmann, Richard
Vaughn, John Schultz,
King Walker, and John
Cobb at the April 8-9
Living History Days at
Fort Richardson. We had
over 700 school kids on
Friday and several
hundred Cub Scouts on
Saturday. There was no
rain this year, but we did
have high winds.

nization, San Antonio, is event sponsor.
II Class B. This is a year-round program of leadership training and community service with

Left: Some of the
students attending
Education Day at Fort
Richardson this year at
the McKavett Exhibits.

Confederate Reunion Grounds
State Historic Site

Fort McKavett had several
volunteers at the Reunion
Grounds this year. Greg and
Donna Hector were among our
folks. John Cobb had his Grand
Army of the Republic display.
Fort Concho’s Chris Morgan
was on hand with his bagpipes.
The top photo shows Friday
afternoon about 4 PM and the
smoke from the San Angelo
fires, over 250 miles west of the
site. We had over 550 students
on Education Day and good
visitor turnout on Saturday.

Army Cooks Manual
Hard Tack
Questions have come up again about the makeup of hard tack. In
order to preserve the bread for storage, it was made with no salt!
Salt would dissolve the paper and wood the hard tack was stored in.
The Navy’s ship biscuit was the same thing except it was round
instead of square. The recipe below comes from the 1881 Bakers
Manual.

nization, San Antonio, is event sponsor.

Army bread, hard tack,
hard bread, tooth duller,
and other terms were
used for the “cracker”
issued to troopers on the
frontier. A full issue was
12 pieces per day. It had
to be softened in water,
coffee, grease, or
crushed into a powder to
be eaten.

II Class B. This is a year-round program of leadership training and community service with

Shipped out in bread boxes
holding 50 lbs. of 12 packs
enclosed in wax paper and
string (a full day’s ration), the
army bread was stored for
several years at quartermaster
and commissary storehouses
until issued.

From the 1857 Army Regulations

Spring Star Party
The Johnson Space Center Astronomical Society held their
spring star party at Fort McKavett Saturday, April 2nd. Thirty-five
club members traveled to the fort some from as far away as New
Mexico and New Orleans but most of the amateur astronomers were
from the Houston area.
Twelve people attended an astronomy program on the Solar
System presented by Lisa and Ken Lester in the school house at 5p.m.
At dusk, members of Saint James Episcopal church had BBQ brisket
sandwiches available at the Visitor’s Center for donations. As the
Sun set, the crowd swelled! We estimated the crowd at over 100! It
was undoubtedly one of our larger turnouts. We had a large group of
people from Junction, a homeschooling group from the Sonora area as
well as a number of other visitors from Sonora. Abilene, San Angelo,
San Antonio and Austin were other towns that visitors traveled from
to attend this event. We even had a family from Korea attend. The
path of red garden lights purchased by the Friends of Fort McKavett
were a big success and we receive compliments on how well they
worked from visitors who had attended other star parties. Our special
thanks to Roger and Carolyn McCartney, our park hosts, for their help
with this event.

nization, San Antonio, is event sponsor.

The star of the show was Saturn which has returned to the
evening sky. Also making appearances were the various nebulas,
clusters and galaxies. Despite the higher than normal winds, our
guests really had a great time. Our next star party will be the
evening of October 29th.

II Class B. This is a year-round program of leadership training and community service with

Site Manager, Buddy
Garza, visits with our
guests from Austin
and Korea just before
the star party

More next month…

