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December 2-4, Christmas at Old
Fort Concho, education day on
Friday.
March 2-3, Fort Clark Living
History, education day on
Friday.
March 17, Fort McKavett
Spring Star Party*.
March 23-24, Fort McKavett’s
West Texas Heritage Days,
education day on Friday*.

December, 2011

Merry Christmas from
your Gazette Staff and
our Fort McKavett
Volunteers!

*THC Historic Sites Event

Color Copies of all the Fort McKavett
Gazettes can be found at:

www.fortmckavett.org

We wish you a safe and great
Christmas and New Years
Take time to visit the site this
winter. We hope to see you soon!
John Cobb, President
Friends of Fort McKavett

Presidio de San Sabá Rededication
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More Presidio de San Sabá

Buddy Garza cutting the ribbon to
open the Presidio

The Presidio de San Sabá restoration project phase 1 was brought
to a close with a rededication on November 19th. Buddy Garza was
the project manager over this restoration effort. If you haven’t
gotten to see the restored Presidio, you need to take time to see it
now! THC and Menard County have done a great job of enlarging
the site and giving the visitor a taste of the 1700’s Texas!

Bring your camera to the Presidio

From the Army Cooks Manual

Artwork by John Cobb

150th Civil War Commemoration:
Imprisoned on the Frontier
November 18-20, 2011
By Lynn Dippel
From February 1862 to April 1862,
17 military posts were abandoned
or surrendered to Texas state
troops. With an estimated 1,350
Texas state troops, Col. Earl Van
Dorn and Col. Henry E. McCulloch
confronted 320 Federal troops
commanded by Brevet Col. I.V.D.
Reeve of the 8th Regiment of
Infantry US, 15 miles out of San
Antonio, where they surrendered
without firing a shot. Several of
these soldiers were sent to Fort
of leadership
training and
McKavettt
as prisoners.

Images from “Imprisoned on the Frontier”

The Federal prisoners had fairly lax restrictions; they were to remain
within ¼ miles from the center of the camp at any given time unless they
had written permission and were accompanied by a guard. Col. Henry E.
McCulloch stressed humane treatment; proper rations and protection for
the prisoners that were being held with his regiment on the frontier. By
April 1862 the prisoners that were held by McCulloch regiment where
moved to Ft. Mason.
Forty living historians from 13 states participated in a reenactment of this
imprisonment. The daily life of the fort was carried out: Foraged deer
were skinned & butchered for rations until the next wagon of supplies
was sent up from San Antonio. Guard duty was carried out by the
Texans. Texans and POWs alike bartered and purchased items from Sam
Wallick's sutler store. One of the Texans was charged and punished for
disorderly conduct towards officers, profanity, insubordination on work
details, shooting at fellow soldiers, and discharging a firearm in the
barracks. He was hung by his thumbs for two hours. The POWs
entertained themselves by holding a hardtack eating contest with the
winner being awarded a bottle of ginger beer from the sutler's store. The
daily rations of venison, cabbage, potatoes, beans and hardtack were
based on items that would have been available from San Antonio during
this time of year and what could be foraged locally.

Supper on the line…

From the 1881 Army Regulations

Fort McKavett Star Party
October 29, 2011
Submitted by Lynn Dippel
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Above: Chris Wells and his telescope. There were about 100 people
that came on Saturday.

Above: Al Kelly
preparing to do
astrophotography
Below: Supper at the
Fort for the Johnson
Space Center
Astronomical Society

From the Army Bakers Manual
(Abernethy Biscuit, Round Biscuit – Cookie)

Shane Ramotowski showing viewers
the moon. It was partly cloudy night.

