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Notes from the Post…
December 3-5, Christmas at Old
Fort Concho, Education Day on
Friday
Dec. 11, Yuletide Texas, Battleship
Texas
December 24-25, Site closed for
Christmas
December 31 & January 1, Site
closed for New Year’s
March 25-26, West Texas Heritage
Days, Fort McKavett*
April 3, Fort McKavett Spring Star
Party*
April 8-10, Fort Richardson Days
May 13-14, Lake Arrowhead State
Park Open House
May 20-21, Fort Lancaster Western
Frontier Days*
*THC Historic Sites Event

Color Copies of all the Fort McKavett
Gazettes can be found at:

www.fortmckavett.org

Another year is coming to an
end. We have seen great
improvements in our site this
year and both staff and
volunteers have been busy
showing Fort McKavett all over
the state. Thanks to everyone for
their hard work.
I would like to remind everyone
to try to make it to Fort Concho
this December 3rd – 5th. It looks
like it will be another great
event!
In the year to come, we will be
finding out how our budget will
be affected by the upcoming
legislative session. All state
agencies will be facing cuts and
we will have to see how we stand
when the dust settles. I will be
watching this session and will let
everyone know as soon as we
have any information.
John Cobb
President
Friends of Fort McKavett

Texas State Troops Event at McKavett
The weekend of November 12-14, 2010 Fort McKavett hosted a
living history event that hadn't previously been interpreted on site:
the Texas State Troops. During the American Civil War, Fort
McKavett was occupied by Co. E, 1st Texas Mounted Rifles from
October 1861-April 1862, and then used by the 31st Brigade of
Texas State Troops and the Frontier Regiment of Texas State
Troops from April 1862 until May of 1865 when the last of the
troops abandoned the post. The Texas State Troops were an
organization created during the Civil War to protect the frontier
counties from foreign invasion and depredation by indigenous
peoples and was disbanded in 1867 when the Federal Army reoccupied the frontier posts. Except for a brief period in 1864, when
the control of the Texas State Troops was turned over to the
Confederate Government to mobilize against a Federal invasion
from Louisiana during the Red River Campaign, these men were
under the direct supervision of the governor of Texas.
During the event on site, living historians portrayed the third of the
company that remained on post while the remainder of the troops
were on patrol. These living historians portrayed the everyday
activities of the soldiers as they would have been in 1863. Saturday
morning began with roll call and a reading of the general orders,
inspection and mail call. The men were then issued rations and
were allowed several hours to prepare their rations and store them
in their haversacks. Fatigue details were then carried out and the
day ended with the men going onto private property for a live fire
marksmanship competition. A post sutler shop was set up in the
nization, San Antonio, is event sponsor.
bakery
and the soldiers were able to interact with the sutler
throughout
when program
they had
free time.
We
plenty
of with
II Class B. the
This isday
a year-round
of leadership
training
and had
community
service
visitors come to the fort and see what Fort McKavett might have
looked like during November 1863.

The Friends of
Fort McKavett
wish a Merry
Christmas and a
Happy New Year
to all our friends.
If you are
traveling, please
stay safe and we
will see you this
coming year.

More from the Army Cookbook

Weather, Fort McKavett, Texas December 1879

The weather for Fort McKavett is found in the Medical Journal. In
December, 1879, Dr. Goddard recorded this entry. Note the warm
temperatures.
Onion Recipes

New Fort McKavett Buildings
Approved in 1869

nization, San Antonio, is event sponsor.
II Class B. This is a year-round program of leadership training and community service with

Army Peas

The Army Potato

In this correspondence from Department Headquarters in Austin,
Fort McKavett received the approval for a new hospital and
quartermaster warehouse in May of 1869. Because the War
Department did not receive funding from congress for several years,
it was 1872 before construction started and 1874 before the hospital
and the warehouse were completed and in use.

More Photos of the 1863 Event
Staff and Volunteers Showing
Texas State Troops

Christmas
on an
Indian
Wars
Army Post
Christmas Day and the 4th of July were the only days off in an
1800’s army post. The only people who were not off were the
guards, cooks and medical staff.
The menu above was the suggested fare from the Army
Cookbook for Christmas Dinner on post. This is quite a feast
compared to the daily meals usually served by the army cooks. As
you can see, there were quite a few sweet items that were seldom
served to the troops. Of course, wild game could be substituted
when these things could not be shipped to the frontier.

Interesting bit of Trivia

The November 12-14,
1863 Event at Fort
McKavett showed
visitors to the site a little
known part of history of
the post during the Civil
War

This could amount to 15 cents per day. Needless to say, the army
took great care to have an issue of coffee and sugar for the
soldiers.

Regulations also said ordnance NCO’s ate better!

