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President’s Message…
*August 11, Fort McKavett, Trades
Program
September 14-15, Caprock Canyons
State Park, Buffalo Days, School
Day on Friday
September 29, Palo Duro Canyon,
Anniversary of the Battle, No
Education Day
*October 12-13, Fort Griffin Living
History Days, Education Day on
Friday
*October 13, Fort McKavett, Star
Party
October 20, Fort Stockton, one day
event, no school day
Dec 7-9, Fort Concho, Christmas at
Old Fort Concho, School Day on
Friday
*THC Historic Sites Event
Color Copies of all the Fort McKavett
Gazettes can be found at:

www.fortmckavett.org
Join us on Facebook
Friends of Fort McKavett

The summer season is winding
down and if you haven’t had a
chance to visit the site, now is a
good time to do so.
A contract for the restoration of
the doors and windows on the
selected buildings has been
awarded and planning for this
project is underway at this time.
This, as you can guess, is a major
project and will stabilize our
buildings for years to come!
Congratulations are in order for
Heather
Treadwell,
our
treasurer with the Friends of
Fort McKavett for being named
the Post Master of the Menard
Post Office. Our Post Office at
Fort McKavett is remaining
open part time and is as secure
as any Post Office is at this time.
As soon as I can travel again, my
first trip will be to Fort
McKavett. Hope to see you
there.
John Cobb
President
Friends of Fort McKavett

Ken Lester Retiring
Ken Lester, a fixture at
Fort McKavett for years
as a volunteer, then as a
member of the staff is
retiring on October 31st
this year. After
retirement he will
continue serving as a
member of the Friends
of Fort McKavett and as
a volunteer to the site.

Ken plans to “kick back” for a while, continue with his wood
working and get back into his Astronomy hobby. He will be
enjoying his new home that he and his wife Lisa have built.
Ken said his over 6 ½ years on the Fort McKavett staff has been
a “wonderful and rewarding experience”.
The Friends of Fort McKavett thank him for his hard work and
time at the site! We wish him a very productive and enjoyable
retirement. We will be seeing him around!

Fort McKavett Star
nization, San Antonio, is event sponsor.
Parties Dates have
II Class B. This is a year-round program of leadership training and community service with
been set for 2013

April 13, Spring
Star Party
October 5, Fall
Star Party
Remember our Next Star Party
October 13 . Planning is underway about Archeology
Day and we will announce it next month!
th

The School House at Fort McKavett was built in the 1870's and is
available for reunions, weddings, meetings, and other family
outings. Contact Fort McKavett State Historic Site for details and
charges. You will find it very affordable. The building is heated
and air conditioned. Note: picnic tables available under the trees.

Follow Up on Old Stories,
New Voices 2012
The Old Stories, New Voices Camp
this year was a great success due to
the hard work of our staff. Funding
for the camp was provided in part
by a grant by Humanities Texas.
The Friends of Fort McKavett was
very pleased to be able to
supplement the funding for this year’s camp. We are hoping to
be able to perform this service again this coming year. We are
already working on this project and will keep you updated
through the coming year.

When Supplies Came into Fort
McKavett

Officers Became Teachers

An officer could request duty as a teacher at a college
after 1880 and keep his rank and privileges

nization, San Antonio, is event sponsor.
II Class B. This is a year-round program of leadership training and community service with

Food item supplies were kept in the commissary warehouse. All
other items except medical supplies were kept in the
quartermaster warehouse. Medical supplies were kept in the
hospital’s dead house which was used as a medical supply
building. Officers served on a rotating basis on most of these
supply shipments.

An example of this law was Lt. Richard Pratt of the 10th Cavalry
(served at Fort McKavett in the 60’s), who founded the Carlisle
Indian School. In 1879, he persuaded the Department of the
Interior and War Department to allow him to establish an indian
school in Carlisle Pennsylvania. His assignment to the Carlisle
Indian School was to last twenty-five years. Pratt was promoted
to Brigadier General shortly before his forced retirement in 1904.

Trades Program at Fort
McKavett State Historic Site

Mark your calendars so that you don't miss out on our “Trades
Program”. On Saturday, August 11 there will be a special
program that will focus on cordwaining, also known as
shoemaking. During the 1850s and 1870s, Fort McKavett had
its own shoemaker's shop. It was located on the east of the fort
nization, San Antonio, is event sponsor.
near
the present day Hirschfield's Chapel which is on the east
sideII of
FM
864.
the program
fort during
the program
see how
Class
B. This
is aVisit
year-round
of leadership
training and and
community
service with
shoes were constructed during the mid-19th century!

Left: One of Fort
McKavett’s shops that
is on private property.
From the photo
collection of John
Cobb

From the Army Cooks Manual

